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Overview

• College GO! Background and Goals

• What’s New This Year? 

• 2016 College GO! Action Plan

• Timeline 

• Discussion
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College GO! History

• One of three annual statewide campaigns.
– College GO! – Fall
– Cash for College – Winter/Spring
– Career Ready – Spring/Summer

• Campaign Principles
– College success focus
– Specific, practical steps for students at all levels
– State driven, locally led



College GO! History

• Indiana’s College GO!

– Started in 2009 with a focus on high school students, later 
expanded to all K-12 students

– Officially kicks off the last week of September (26-30)  

• College Application Day

– Started in 2004 in NC, expanded to all 50 states

– National College Application Day: October 21, 2016



College GO! Student Goals

• K-8 Students:
– Increase aspirations for higher education 

– Support college and career exploration

– Encourage enrollment in 21st Century Scholars (7th/8th)

• High School Students:
– 9th grade: Create a graduation plan

– 10th grade: Complete a career interest assessment

– 11th grade: Visit a college campus

– 12th grade: Apply to college (using e-Transcript)
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Scholar Success Program



College GO! School Engagement

• School-hosted events and classroom activities

• Social media campaigns

• Statewide kick-off event at Indiana high school

• Student and school contests 

• College application fee waivers

• Posters, lesson plans and other materials



College GO! Resources



What’s New in 2016?



Earlier FAFSA Filing

• The 2017-2018 FAFSA will be available to 
students on October 1, 2016, giving them 
three extra months to file.

• Aligns perfectly with the College GO! 
campaign and College Application Day events. 

• Provides expanded opportunities to help more 
students complete a FAFSA on time.



Scholar Success Program

• WHO: Starts with high school class of 2017.

• WHEN: Students must complete all required 
activities by high school graduation (June 30). 

• HOW: Students confirm completion of 
activities online using their ScholarTrack 
account. 



The 2016 College GO! Action Plan



College GO! Webinars

• The Commission hosted two College GO! webinars 
discussing 2016 updates and ideas.

– High school partners (17 attended)

– College and university partners (27 attended)

• College GO! participation ideas included:

– Hold College GO! And College Application Day events

– Promote through earned/social media

– Coordinator events with local college campuses/high schools

– Use College Application Day materials in the classroom



College GO! Webinar Results

• Surveyed high school partners after the 
webinar to gauge intended participation.

• Out of 24 responses:
– 7 intend to arrange a college visit

– 21 intend to incorporate College GO! materials into 
classroom activities

– 9 intend to invite college representatives to speak

– 5 intend to host a College Application Day event

– 16 intend to promote College GO! On social media



College GO! Webinar Results

• Surveyed college and university partners after 
the webinar to gauge intended participation.

• Out of 25 responses:

– 18 intend to waive application fees 

– 22 plan to promote through earned/social media

– 15 intend to coordinate events with local schools



College GO! Fee Waivers

• Of the 31 private colleges in Indiana, only 6 charge 
application fees year round.

• Of the public schools, only Ivy Tech Community College does 
not charge an application fee.

• Public and private colleges that have fees that are waiving 
application fees for College GO! Or College Application Day:

DePauw University
Huntington University
Indiana State University
IU East

IPFW
IU Southeast
IU South Bend
Purdue University Northwest



College GO! Kick-off Event

• WHERE: Warren Central High School

• WHEN: Friday, September 30

• PURPOSE: Get all Warren High School Scholars 
(approximately 1,300) enrolled in ScholarTrack 
and understand the importance of SSP 
completion and being a 21st Century Scholar.



College GO! Kick-off Event



College GO! Kick-off Event



College GO! Kick-off Event



College GO! ScholarCorps
Involvement

• All 17 ScholarCorps campuses will:

– Host a College GO! event on their campus

• e.g., fill out a college application or file the FAFSA

– Host a Scholar Success Day on their campus

• Help 2017 Scholars meet their SSP requirements

– Go out into the community/partner with an area 
high school on the activities above



2016 College GO! Timeline



College GO! Timeline

• July 22: Webinar with college partners

• August 12: Webinar with high school partners

• September 26-30: Kick-off week

• September 30: Kick-off event at Warren 
Central High School

• October 1: FAFSA goes live

• October 21: College Application Day

• November 13: College Goal Sunday



Questions?




